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MARCELLO MORANDINI

Art, Architecture, Design

Venice, Ca’ Pesaro - International Gallery of Modern Art

12 September - 16 November 2008

Forty years after his first major show in Venice – a room dedicated to his work at the 1968 Venice Biennale – Morandini returns to Venice with an important exhibition at Ca’ Pesaro, to be held in concomitance with the Biennale Architecture - 11th International Architecture Exhibition.

Comprising more than 60 pieces, the show will include 34 wall sculptures and ‘structures’ in white- or black-lacquered wood that were produced over the period 1978-2008. All in all, these works of art, architecture and design chart 30 years of work by a multi-faceted figure who has engaged in endless research into geometrical form, mathematics and visual perception. Each piece reveals how, in all creative fields, Morandini has adopted a holistic approach that remains impervious to mere fashion.

Planned by Silvio Fuso, working together with Morandini himself, the exhibition occupies the large ground-floor areas of the museum, extending from Longhena’s large entrance hall to the inner courtyard and the exhibition spaces beyond. As well as large-scale projects, there are smaller objects and works that serve to cast light on the coherent logic and method Morandini adopts in all his three fields of activity: art, architecture and design.  Visitors are thus given an insight into the whole of the creative process, from original inspiration to design project, from design project to the completion of works that are famous the world over.  

Catalogue by Skira in English and Italian (224 pages, 400 illustrations), including texts by Silvio Fuso, Fabio Girardello, Lara Vinca Masini.

Created for Venice, the exhibition will – with further additions – move in February 2009 to the Neues Museum - Staatliches Museum für Kunst und Design in Nürnberg.

MARCELLO MORANDINI was born in Mantua on 15 May 1940. In 1947 his family moved to Varese.

Between 1959 and 1964 he attended the Accademia di Brera in Milan, producing his first works of sculpture. He was invited to exhibit at the 9th Biennale of Modern Art in Sao Paolo-Brazil (1967) and at the 34th Venice Biennale  (1968) where a room was dedicated to his work. From the beginning of the Seventies, after an exhibition at the Kesternergeselleschaft in Hanover, he started a long-running collaboration with German museums, galleries and industries. In 1977 he was invited to exhibit at Documenta 6 (Kassel); in the meanwhile he created buildings, squares and other important architectural projects in Italy, Asia (Singapore, Japan, Malaysia) Europe (Germany, Portugal, Switzerland…). Several art-museums commissioned him to produce large sculptures. In 1993 a major retrospective of his work in both the fields of art and design was held at Die Neue Sammlung (Munich), the Hack Museum (Ludwigshafen) and the Palacio Galveias (Lisbon). Since the middle of the Nineties, he has been intensifying his artistic and architectural activities together with carrying out academic assignments in Germany, Switzerland, Italy. After his daughter’s birth (1998), his work focused more on Varese; other exhibitions (in Italy, Germany), huge architectural projects (in Switzerland, Italy, Germany) and awards (in Great Britain) followed.

The exhibition organized in Venice in 2008 will move to the Neues Museum - Staatliches Museum für Kunst und Design in Nürnberg in 2009.
See detailed biographical note in press-kit.
IMAGES can be downloaded from www.museiciviciveneziani.it
Musei Civici Veneziani, Marketing, Communication and Press-Office Dept: Monica da Cortà Fumei, Riccardo Bon, Piero Calore, Silvia Negretti, Alessandro Paolinelli, Sofia Rinaldi tel. +39 0412747607/08/14/18 fax /04; mkt.musei@comune.venezia.it; pressmusei@comune.venezia.it               www.museiciviciveneziani.it
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Venue: Venice, International Gallery of Modern Art, Santa Croce, 2076
Official opening: 11 September 2008

Open to the public: 12 September - 16 November 2008
Opening Hours: 10 am - 6 pm (ticket-office 10 am - 5 pm) until 2 November; 10 am - 5 pm (ticket-office 10 am - 4 pm) from 3 November; closed on Monday

Admission with Museum ticket 
Full price: 5,50 euro


Reductions: 3,00 euro
E.U. children aged 6 to 14; escorts (max. 2) for groups of children ; E.U. students* aged 15 to 29; escorts (max. 2) for groups of students; E.U. citizens over 65; staff* of the Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali; holders of the "Rolling Venice Card" 
free entrance
Venetian residents; children aged 0-5; disabled people with escort; authorised guides; interpreters accompanying groups; group-leaders (groups of at least 21 people with prior bookings); I.C.O.M. members.


* I.D. required

INFORMATION

www.museiciviciveneziani.it

call center +39 0415209070

mkt.musei@comune.venezia.it

BOOKINGS 

www.museiciviciveneziani.it

call center +39 0415209070
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

MARCELLO MORANDINI was born in Mantua on 15 May 1940.

1947. His family moves to Varese.

1959-1964. Attends the Accademia della Brera in Milan, producing his first works of sculpture.

1967. Invited to exhibit at the 9th Biennale of Modern Art in Sao Paolo (Brazil).

1968. A room in the Italian Pavilion at the 34th Venice Biennale is dedicated to his work.

1972. First retrospective at the Kesternergeselleschaft in Hanover. This marks the beginning of a long-running collaboration with German museums, galleries and industries.

1974. Designs a 30-metre piazza  for the INA shopping centre in Varese.

1997. Invited to exhibit at Documenta 6 (Kassel).

1982-1990. Collaborates with the Miraglia Architectural Studio (Varese) and the Ong&Ong Studio in Singapore on various important projects, including the 38-floor Goldhill Centre.

1964. Invited to Japan, where he works with various architectural studios and universities, as well as on exhibitions at a number of museums. In Germany, he designs the 200-metre façade of Thomas Porcelain Works in Speichersdorf.

1987. Designs the new Rosenthal Office Building at Selb.

1991. In Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) designs a 34-floor shopping-centre. The Museum fur Konkrete Kunst (Ingolstadt) commissions him to produce a large sculpture to stand outside its building.

1993.  First major retrospective of his work in the fields of art and design, held at the Die Neue Sammlung (Munich), the Hack Museum (Ludwigshafen) and the Palacio Galveias (Lisbon).

1994 A member of the Jury at the Design Zentrum (Essen).

1995-1997. Teaches Art and Design at the Salzburg Zommer Akademie.

1997-2201. Teaches Art and Design at the Ecole Cantonal in Lausanne. For three years is President of the Museo Internazionale del Design Ceramico at Cerro di Laveno.

1998. Maria Barisi bears him a daughter, Maria Enza. Henceforth his work focuses more on Varese.

2000 Retrospective at the Varese Museo Civico.

2001. Together with Maria Teresa Barisi, founds the design publishing centre, Marienza.

2002 Retrospective at the Quadrat Josef Albers in Bottrop, which purchases a large sculpture to stand at its entrance.

2003. Teaches at the Milan Accademia della Brera. In Switzerland holds lessons at the HEAA School of Watch Design at La Chaux De Fonds, as well as heading the Plauen Sommer Akademie project dedicated to the redevelopment of the Martin Luther Park. Is President of the Associazione Liberi Artisti in Varese.

2004. Coordinator of the ‘Vivere Venezia 3’ project at Venice’s IUAV. The Wilhelm Hack Museum (Ludwigshafen) commissions a 10-metre sculpture to stand in the square alongside the museum. He is elected an Honorary Member of the Royal Designers for Industry (London).

2005, Exhibition of his work in the field of art and design at the Europäisches Industriemuseum (Plößberg) and the Fürstenberg Museum (Fürstenberg/Weser). The beginning of work on his project for Piazza Montegrappa in Varese. 

2006. Show of selected works at Castello di Masnago (Varese).  In Germany, designs the building for the Laura und Franz Leupoldt Stiftung Cultural Centre (Weissenstadt) and holds a show of his work at the new Ritter Museum (Waldenbuch).

2007. Exhibition of his work at the Museo del Design (Cantù). Designs a large sculpture to stand outside Munich’s Pinakothek der Moderne Kunst.

2008. Designs a refuse-recycling plant in Milan. In Venice, alongside work for the XI Architectural Biennale, holds an important exhibition at Ca’ Pesaro. With the addition of new works, this will in 2009. move to the Neues Museum - Staatliches Museum für Kunst und Design in Nuremberg.
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